
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM.

Tbe following is a copy of ih« resolutions adopted on

Wednesday last by the liepublioan National Convention,
in session a; Baltimore. They were reporrd b> Mr. Hlnky

J Raymond, of New York, from the Committee ou Re-

¦olutious, and were greeted with cheers and adopted t>y
acclamation prior to Dominating caiididhtes lor the offices

of l'resideut and Vice President of the United states:

1 lit>ulvol Thai it is the highestdu'y of every American
citizen to mamtaio, ag-.mst ail fh"ir enemies. the integrity
of itie Uuiou tiii 1 ttie paramount authority of the Coustitu-
tiou and laws of the United States; and that, laying aside
all differences and p.ilitical opinions, we pledge ourselves,
a« Uuiou men, animated by a common sentiment and aim¬

ing at a c uituon object, to do every thing iu our pow»r to
aid tbi Government in quelhug by force of arms, tbe re¬

bellion now racing against iU authority, and in bringing to

tbe puni hiueut due to their Crimea the rebels aud traitors
arrry d ugairmt it. [Applause ]
2 Rewind, That we approve the determination of tbe

Government of the United States not to compromise with
rebels, or to offir any terms of peace exoept such as may
be nast'd upon an unconditional surrender ol their hostility,
aud a return to their first allegiance to the Constitution
and laws of the United States; and tbat we call upon the
Government to maintain th« ir portion, and to prosecute
tbe war with tbe utmost possible vigor to tbe complete
suppression oi tbe rebellion, iu lull reliai ce upon tbe self
sacrificing patriotism, the heroic valor, and the undying
devot'on of the American people to their country aud its
free institutions. [Applause 3

3 JRitolvtd, That as sitvery was the cause and now con¬
stitutes th>- s reugth of tbe rebellion, aud as it must be, al
ways and every wbere, hostile to the principles of republi¬
can government. justice and the national safety demi'.d its
utter and comi leie extirpation from tbe soil of tbe Repub¬
lic, [rremendous cheering, lading some moments, the Con
Vent ion rising ] aud that wbi e we uphold and uiaint 1
the act* and pr clamations by which the Government. i
its own drfei.ee, has aimed a dea h blow at this g'gantic
evil, we are in favor, furthermore, of such au amendmeut
to trie Constitution, to be mmte by tbepeop'e iu conforiuil<'
with its provisions, as shall terminate and forever pr .lub.t
tbe existence of slavery witbin the limits of the jurisdiction
of the United States, r Continued and rapturous applause.]

4. htsoltid, That tbe tha:>ks of the American people
are due t» Hi* sold ers aud sailors of the army and navy
who have p rilled ibeir lives in defence of tteir country
and iu vindicating tbe honor of its fit*; that the nation
owes to tbem some permanent rec» guitiou of their patriot¬
ism and their valor, and ample and petmiueut provision
for those ol their survivors who have received disabling
and honorable wouuds iu tbe service of tbe ci u ttry; aud
that ihe memories of those who h»ve fa len in its defence
.hall b- lie d in grateful and everla-tmg remembrance
5 Rtsolved, That we approve and applaud the practical

wis !. m, tne unselfish patriotism, and the unswerving
fidelity to the Constitution aud tbe principles of American
liberty with which Abraham L ncolu h-n discharge d, un

der circums'ances of unparalleled difficulty, the great
duties aud responsibilities ol the Pr-sidenfial offi .* ; thai
we approve BDd eudoive, at demanded by the emergency,
and essential to the preservation of tbe nati >o, and a-

within the prov.sions of the Constitution the measures and
acts wbicb he has addpted to defend the nation against its

open and secret lo»*s ; that we a( prove especially the pro
ciamition ot emancipation and the employment as Union
sol iiers of meu heretofore held in slavery ; and tbat we

have full confidence in bis determination to carry these and
all other constitutional measures essential t > 'he elevation
of the country into full and complete effct. [Applause ]

6. Resolnd. Trat we deem if esseutial to the geueral
welfare thai harmony .-ball prevail ic tbe natioual councils,
and we regar<J as worthy of public confidence and t fficia
trust those only who cordially endorse the principles pro
claimed in there resolutii uvand which sh uld cbaractehze
the administration of the Government. {.Cheers ]

7 Res ¦Trd, 1 hit the Government ow-s *o alt mea em¬

ployed in itr arm es, without regard to distinction of c dor,
tbe full protection of the laws ot war, and tbat tiny viola¬
tion of tuo»e laws or the usages of c:Viliz-*d nations ia lime
of war by tbe r> bels u >w in arms should be made the sub
ject i f pr- mpt a d 'ull redress [Liud app!au*e J

8. Rtsolrtd, That foreign immigration, which in tbe past
bss added somucb to tbe Mealtb, d'velopme.'.tof re«-ource»,
and increase of power ot this n>>tou, the a»ylum of the op¬
pressed of ali nations, should be fostered aud encouraged
by a l b- ral and just pol cy.

9 Rtsoleid, That we are in favor of the speedy con
atructi m ot the lailroad to the Paeifi: coast.

10 Resolved, 'lhat tbe national faith pledged to the re¬

demption of the public debt must be kept inviolate; aud
that for this purpose we recommend economy aud rigid
responsibility in the public expenditures, and a vigorous
aud just system of taxatu n, and that it is the duty of every
1« >al Stale to sustain the crrdit aud promote the use ot
national currency. [Applause.] ,

11 besotted, Tbat we approve tbe position taken by the
Government tbat tbe people of the United States can never

regard with indifference the attempt of any European
Power to overthrow by foioe, or to supplant by fraud, the
institutions of any republican government ou the WYs'eru
Continent; and tbat tbey will view vuh extreme jealousy,
as menac ug to tbe peace and independence of ttieir own
c uiitry, the efforts of any such Power to obtain new foot¬
holds lor monarchical Governments* sustained by foreign
military f ree, in near proximity to the United Slates.
(Applause ]

FRAUDS IN THE Wl-STERN DLPARTMENT.

The Report of the Miliia.y Commission presided over

by Major Gen. IttV'lN McDowell, and charged with tbe
examination into alleged frauds in the Western Depart-
ment, was transmitted by the Secretary of War to the
fjrnate at the evening sesaion of Friday.

This Report relates maiuly to tranaactiona in cotton,
embracing a considerable period of time. The Court pro*
ceeded to inquire as to what officers were engaged in
traffic in cottouor produce, and under what circumstances.
The following is a summary of tbe report:
..Gen 8 R. Curtia, in tbe case of the cotton of tbe rebel
Gen Pillow, was found to bave used the proceeds in sup¬
ply itg tbe contrabands, though it was not shown specifi¬
cally bow all tbe money was applied. In the case of Saun¬
ders and Woodson's cottot all waa accounted for except
$275 The whole cotton was iu ly accounted for, except¬
ing tbat gold was received f r it while at aeventeen per
cent premitbtu. and currency paid over iu its stead
One hundiei and eight bales, seised from Matt Ward in

Aikat.sa* and sent to Helena, were af(-rward purchased
at ceoia. and the proceeds paid to Mrs. Ward
Maj x H.S Curtis. M«jor Mi-Minney,and Lieut. Guylee,

of Urn Curtis'a st*ff, it waa aaeertained, were interested
in the purchase ot 1^1 b-.les of cotton.*

Hri*. lieii. Hovey was exonerated from the charge of
forciby returniLg fifteen n> g roes to slavery, but was found
to be connected with tbe traffic in cotton.

Col. Slack, of the 17th InlUna. wss found to have
traded in cotton, and to bave captured silver ware from
Mrs C< gswtll, iu Mississi, pi, who oouiplaiued that it was
Dot all ittnrued. .

Lieut. K mhall, oft e 2d Wisconsin Cavaliy, atole a die-
mi nil piii, »hich was subsequently returned.

M»joi W. stern, 2»th Missouri, received !>r»GO for fnr
nisbii g a guard for protecting Cotton.
Capt Frrd S Winston, Assistant (Quartermaster, was

found interested iu co ton iu a manner not contemplated
by tbe arn y regulations, and of dep- siting the proceeds in
a private ba king inat tuuon instead ol the j re*»ury of
the United Mates.

Capi, Holland, of 1bales shipped to Chicago by one
Ha^au, waa authorized to receive ball the netl proceeds
aud $2 000
Am ng others inlereated in cotton speculations are

named Col C. C Marsh and Capt. Bradley, 20 h Illinois;
Lieut Col S N. Win d (i h Missouri Cavalry, (who ad
miti»d i.avn,R mane ijtviO.OOO;) Dr. RexsB'g, 33d Illinois;
Capt Jerome i radiey, as,rUt*nt quartermaster g neial ;
Capi KoOert Gorman, (bah profits -.11 102 bales,; $2 500 ;
Capt. 11 iy<leti and Lieut. Wright, 3d Iowa Batieiy; i.t
Bafcef, 33d Illinois; K eut. Flint, 10th Missouri Cavalry ;
ami Lieut Muidock, 15tn Ohm B,tt« ry.Permits were th >wn to have been granted for cotton
tracing by Gens Grant, Curtis, Steele, Gorman, and
Washourn, and that tran> portal ion had been furnished to
.ome extent for private purposes, for which remuneration
was not always rec ived.

DEATH OF GEN A. 0 JENKINS.

CHAHLf.KTOWW, WfcHI VlKUtKIA Jt NK r2, l»r>4,
The widow and three children ol Oen Albert (Jaiiatin

Jenkins,of tl.e rebel army, arrived here yesterday, parsing
our lines under a fl g of-iruce. A rebel chapUm was al¬
lowed to accompany tbem here Gen. J. nklns was wound
ed thiee times at the fight with Gen. Cro< k, at t..M d«
Mountain, near Dublin. 'I he wound causing bia death
was in tbe arm near tbe shoulder; anipu.ation was necea-

snry and was made. He was removed u> a pi Ce near D-.b
liu, win re tiis family joined biui, and Was d i"g well until
one night the artery, which had been iricautionsiy taken
Up, begin to fl-,w, aud ere tbute in atlrudanoe discovered
it, he bl»d a, profusely that recuperation was impossible.H<i was th rty fi»e years of age, and owned a splendid pro¬
perly >n Vnginia. «... the Ohio, a few mi es le o* the Ka¬
nawha, valued al %°.i0o 000. iu view ot the cha re* of its
confiscation, a standing , tf-r is a,ade to the Gov- rtim- ot
for it, by parties in Ciuci uati, of %200,000 Tbe chilur. o
of ihe General, on reaching this puce, were wretchedlyc,ad aud destitute of shoes and stockings.

1 he women of lhat portion of Rome, Georgia, occupiedby Sherman, are described as btiug very pretty, very po¬lite, aud very rebellious.

INTJEKCONTINBNTAI, TELKGBAPlf.
communk;atiov of

the HON. WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
Secretary op Static,

Upon the Subject ofan Intercontinental Telegraph
\ 'mneeynV '*« Eastern and Western Hemispheres by

of Hehnng, Strait %n JU.ly to Hon % Chandler,
in i rut an of tAe Committee on Commerce of Uu CniLed

< lutet Smote, to which toot referred the Memorial of
I erry McUonough Collins

Senate Chamber,
. Washington, April 14,1864.

Hon. William H. Seward, Secretary of Btate.
SlK: I have the honor to transmit herewith a printed

coyy of the Memotial of Perry McD. Collins, representing
tlmt he has obtained from the Government of Russia a

grant of the privilege to coustruct a telegraph from the
mouth of the A moor river to the Russian possessions in

America, and a similar grant from the British Government
i British Columbia, aud praying the co-operation of the
Government of the United Slates to enable bim to com¬

plete biaa enterprise.
The Commit ee on Commerce of the United States

8 nate, to whom this memorial has beeu referred, will be
g ad to receive from you such information upon the subject
an may be in the possession of the Department, together
with your views upon the exptdiency of granting the prayer
of the memorialist.

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
Z. CHANDLER,

Chairman of Committee on Commerce
ol the United Slates Senate.

THE MEMORIAL.
Memorial of Perry McD. Collins, representing that be hai

obtained from the Government of Russia a grant of the
privilege to construct a telegraph from the month of the
Amoor river t<i the Russian pt isessions m America, snd
a similar grant trout the British Government in British
Columbia, and pra>ing the oo-operation of the Govern¬
ment of the United States to enable bim to complete his
enterprise (Presented to the Senate April 12, 1804,
and relerred to the Committee on Commerce.)

lo the honorable the Sniatc and House of Representatives
cf the United titales of America in Congress assembled.
The m-moria! of P. McD. Collins, a citizen of the Uni¬

ted Mates of America, and a resident of the State of Cali¬
fornia. most re,pectfully represents: 1 hat he has obUined
in in the Imperial Government of Russia privilege to con

"fruet a line of telegraph from the mouth of the Arnoor
river, id Asiatic Ifcinsia, to the frontiers of the Russian

Bi itaiu'0n* IU Auirr,Ctt' adJ°iniD« ^e possessions of Great

In connexion with the grant from Russia, the Russian

!tnifr".T ii
l|' ll|t'' uP"n obtain conditions, to con

a 0,,ntinuous line of telegraph connecting the Euro

^ W'!b the PlM5,flc 0c,*tkD. About eight thousand

' which may be pr.jectcd to Pekin and the great cohi-
mercul cities of China.

»JDen0r'-a,i8t al8" r,*Pre,BentB that after having ob-

!ute fb,fihKu,,mJ,lU «yid "P"° » representation of the

MaWv ? T ?d tte faC" t0 th<* Government of her
Majesty, he has been authorized by the Bri ish Gov¬
ernment to construct a line of telegraph across the inter¬
vening turrit,-ry of Hri ish Columbia

eiltuuiti*.frMin K""i! a"d E,,&'an'1 authorize the
c instruction of a continuous line of telegraph whirh is to

Wit? tbw Uuited bUtm *cr"" the whole
ot Ana aud the northwest coast of the Paoi6c

Rr t, t, ^b."'e ®.',untry- "*«>pt " Portion of the route in
British C olumbia over which this proposed line must Dass

f'tr the*n t
' 6d' ft"d P^e,,t,n,, 110 loo«l inducements

lor the construe.ion ot a telegraph.
he sole inducement to the constructio^of a telegraph

f urone wlfhYh^A*"1 °f C'"Jtlfry 18 tbe uui(,n Asia and
r-urope with th . American system of Megraph lines and
by as nearly as physically pos.,ble an overfandroute
A i ericfsmiir"'" of .tele«r"Ph« in Asia and

nice a .riH f i" propos.tiou was originally made t<> in-
r. J| of th'« I'orth.-rn overland route, m order to

oath 11 th? t
America, has cleared awiy from the

m theearlv J"""*1'difficulties suggested
in rpe early stageg of the undertaking.
to IrUkoult.kMaeH1?tDd,'d b" tele&r,lPh St. Petersburgh
anrf n . ! l' 1" °** °f foUr lh"U*»od miles to the ea-t ;
and now a line is being constructed along the Amoor river

f£.u iik.SJk"Vie?i W1,h tb<,Jine in oour" »' construction
rroti, l.knutsk to the east. Thus it will b« a»«.Q th-.t R.is

eiflo ocean
apt,roachluK w,th * continuous l.ue the Pa-

P *ide°f tb" W"rld we h*. "'ready reached the

U^ P."iuSrOr^' th" Briti,h P°W"iOD'' aud "

to Fthe'"rnou'th ofthth«' lro"tier- ."''joining British Columbia,
distant ml; L f A?Wr nyer' in Russia, the

tbousnid rn.lL. 'D r°UUd « 'ome five

of a'tele^nh *,?*»« r-gbtJ!f WB'for the construction
?

®u<,lftu Government authorised v<»ur

SriEZZJ0 'U.' ' r,;Ut" "Ver that portion oft he

lumbia
<3oal'nlon, e*'t of tb« Amoor on to British Co-

Conirel0 thTf'Ht 0r,cf'ioD" y°ar Petitioner presented to

th^Tcomes of 1 h k CT' h"' r-Port^were made

and B
"** hereuuto »nnexed, marked A

The reason, which then existed not only hold g K,d now

Xb' tb« right of

? "amVcciifpSrp";*v.:ir,krr *¦ ¦

c.l p,r,lc»l.,l, i0,.|.d
". lr<,m 'P'-

"''J''"11 r'""rl i» cnn.M.r.hl. forre

ib-ArVtir ¦¦

" 0lll>'01 the Paeilfr but of
.-I. h

' >>*lir °",re 'hail trvrhty Aoiprjoari ve»

oSJES^S! b"° ""UK'"" »."» -j.t.Vi£
ri'TST,;' rA'°. -

";i-

£ffixxx:-r
the achiev « '""l' !# * "r,,St TOInmeroiil nati n out of

not onli nnft v te!®Kr"Pl»ic communication which shall
Dot only unite Europe to America, but add the who", of
Asia including JaP,n. China, and India,^ your Drtit onir
'""M T.'dTh't t* ft"* favorable Oonsideration of Con-

Ed .ubsidy t,:i^Wrfai °f

of fi, t ZH ! m of » contract, for the dispatch

And, as in duty bound, your petitioner will ever prav
PEKRY McD. COLLINS.'

LETTER OF Mil. HE WARD.
Department op Statp,,

H'ashingion May 14 1H64.
To th#» Hod. Zaciiakv CHANDLER, (Jhsirmm Iif the Com¬

mittee on C umierce, in tbe Senate of tins Uuiti-d Sta'es
Hir : I have the honor to reply to your letter of the 14;h

of April last, upon the sutjcet of the m« m 'rial which ha*
b en submitted to Coiigrtss by Mr. Perry McDonougb
C llina. 0
Mr Collin* is an American citizen, residing in Califor¬

nia. Hd lifts' been, mice ItfOG, couimcrc al agent of thia
Govern nicut for the Auioor river. The public archives, a*
well as the records of Congress, furnish satisf*ct< ry evi.
deuce that the country could not bare a more enlightened,
as-iducus, and fa tbful representative.

'1 be pr<j»ct which he submits for the consideration of
Congress is the corstruction of a lire of telegraph from
s in* p int on the Pacific telegraph line, or tbe northern
extension thereof, in one of the Northwestern States or
Territories, acros-i tbe border of the United States and
through Hritish Columbia and Russian America to Cape
P.inceof Wales; thence across Heh ring's strait to East
Cape; and thence by an inland route around the Sea of
Akho?»-k to the mouth of tbe Amoor river.

'J he telegraph 1 lie thus prop, sed is intended, primarily,
to connect at the last-named place with a line to be ex¬
tended froui thei ce to likautsk, the capital of Eastern
Siberia. At that imp trtant t"wh a linn of telegraph be¬
gins, which stre'ehes ibrntigh Tomsk and Omsk, in West¬
ern Siberia, Kftherinbug on tbe Asiatic Europeao frontier,
Firm, Kisan, N j n-Novog >rod, arid Moscow, to St Pelera-
b<irnb, tbe capital of tbe Ku»sian Empire.The line projected by Mr Collin*, from the Pacific tele¬
graph to the Aminir nv»-r. with its anticipated extension bythe Ktisioan Government to Jrkout*k, would be tbe onelink nnw wanted to supply direct and unbioken te egrapbeommu ioa ion from Cape hace, in Newfiiundland, on tbe
eastern coast of Aiueiica, acr >** the Eastern and We ternContinents and the Pacific ocean t>> Cape Clear, in Ireland,tbe westernmost pr<j etion of Europe.When a sub mmitii' cable sh*ll be successfully laid be-tweeu (Jape Clear and Cupe Kane, it will, t gather with
the link 1 have last before described, complete * telegraphiccircuit around the earth between tbe parallels of forty two
degrees and smy-five decrees of uortb latitude.
Three question* arise from Mr. Colliu's memorial,

namely:
First. Is the enterprise feasible?
Secondly. Would it be useful 7
Thirdly. lias it a Just claim on tbe Government to tbe

patrobxfa which be solicit!?

I shall thill Uim point* la their o*4#r.
Pi rat. The fea-lMtily of the enterprise. The difficulties

to be surmounted may be elaasifled.physical, politic*!,
social, and financial.
The most prominent physical difficulty ia the extent of

territury to b» iraversed I be ata tjug poiut uiwt bo
chosen iu either Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado. Utah, Mou-
taua, Idaho, Oregon, or Wasbiugtou Thence the diataooe
to the line of Bnti<h Columbia would be about one thou¬
sand uiilea; lbs distance lo be travel aed through British
Aiiinrim, to the lioe ol Russian America, about six hun¬
dred utile*; the distance through Kussiau America to Cape
Prince of Wales, about nineteen hundred miles; the length
of a aub-uiarine cable acroi>a Behring's atrait would be forty
miles; and the diatauce from East Cape, by an inland pas¬
sage around the aea ofOkhot-k, and through the aettlemeuta
of Okhotsk, Ayan. aud Sbantar'a bay, wbieh are well known
staions of the whale fishery, to the mouth of the Amoor
river, would be about twenty-five hundred milea. 1'be en¬

tire length of the liue would be about nix thousand and
forty milea. Operative telegraph wirea have already been
atretched ou th a eootiueut of the aggregate length of sev¬

enty thousand unles ; aud similar wirn have been stretched
on ihe Eastern Coutineul of the aggregate length of two
hundred thousand milea. Operative submarine telegraph
wires have been la d of the lengths, respectively, of three
hundred miles, at d five hundred urles, from Dover to
Heligoland, and from Malta to Tripoli.
Thus it ia seen that the mere extent ol the route to be

traversed in the preaent care doe it uot Constitute au in¬
surmountable nor even a serious difficulty.
The physical obstacle which next presents itaelf ia Ihe

surface formation of the regious to be traversed, lhat

portion of the route which liea within our own territory ia
chiefly mouutaiii'us; aud the pr<j-cted telegraph line
must at least course along declivities of the mountains even

if it should not be kmud ueceasary in one case to surmouut
theiu. British Columbia preseuts a similar topography.
But there the mountains are divided into three ranges,
whose courses are truiu north to sou b, while intervening
valleys invite the introduction of telegraph* and roads.
The Pacific coast of Kuasiari America is chiefly level The
portion of Siberia which lies between Eaat Cape aud the
Head of the Bea of Okhotsk is, for a large extent, a steppe
or plain, with gentle elevat'ons occasionally rising into
mountainous ridges At the head of the se* of Okhotsk a

range of mouutaina mu»t be crossed, and the region lying
between that range and the mouth of the Amoor river is ol
the came character as thai before mentioned, which ext^n Is
from the same range northward to East Cape The highest
eluva ion to be overcome on the wh.de line wnul I be found
in the Pocky Mountains within the United Stat a; and this
elevation may be estimated at eight thousand to teu thou¬
sand feet.

Operative telegraph lines have already been stretched
over steppes in both continents timilar to those thus de¬
scribed The Pac fic telegraph line, in crossing th.* Sierra
Nevada, rises to an elevation greater than that which i« to
be surmounted on the line now under «lamination.
Witb the exception of timber all the materials of a tele¬

graph line are light and portable Metallic wire sufficient
for a mile of telegraph, together with the materials fur in¬
sulation, weighs i ot more than four hundred pounds. Suf¬
ficient timber awaits Ihe builder along the route through
the United States and Btitish Columbia. Timber is aUo
found on tbo«e portions of the projected liue which lie
within the Russian dominions on ach continent with the
exception of a tiuiberless steppe"five bunfred urles wide
on e»ch side of Behnng's strait I here the needful timber
can bo brought near t > the line either by sea or from the
forest-covered shores of navigable rivers
The temperature of the region through which the north¬

ern part ot the liue would pass is very low. Nevertheless,
winter is lees severe ih in it is between the sam-> parallels
ot latitude ou the A'lantic co»st. The telegraphic line
which connects St Petersburg with Archangel ou the
White sea. aud also the te'egraphic line \»hch passes
around the Gulf of Bothnia and connects St P<-terpb>irgh
with Tornea, are maintained in operation without difficul
ty, although they c oss as high parallels of latitude as those
which lie in the way of Mr Collius's line.
The waters of Bering's Strait are ab ut one hundred

aud eighty fert deep, and they are fri »«n through une-half
of the year; but the congealed mass, when broken, gene
rally takes the form of anchor ice, and not that of icebergs
Thus climate seems to offer no serious obstacle to the en¬

terprise ; while it is not eutire'y unworthy of conoid ration
that iu cold latitudes timber used in any necessary struc¬
ture is les< p ri-hable than timber used in warm latitudes,
while less ol insulating material is demanded in high lati¬
tudes than is required in mi re genial climates
The only political difficulty in the wav of the enterprise

is the fact that it requires concerted aid from three seve¬
ral States, namely, the United States, Great Britain, and
Kussia. 1 he two last named Powers have already, with
enlightened and fraternal liberality towards the United
States, made all the concessions which were demanded.
Therefore, if Congress shall grant the application of Mr.
Collins, no political obstacle will remaiu.
That portion of our u»u country in which the enterprise

is to be carried on is so well known as hardly to require a

description more minute than 1 have already given. It is
newly and as yet thinly settled. The case is the same in
British Columbia. Indian tribes are found along the Ame
rican part of the route, but they have beeu so well subject¬
ed to the influences of society and government, through
the operations of the Fur Trade, that no serious resistance
from tbern need be apprehend-d The inhabitants ofI
Asiatic Kussia who dwell inland are nomadic Tartars,
affecting much Independence. They are, nevertheless, not
savage like the American natives After centuries of m
temal war, ihey have now settled into a sta e of semi-
civilization, in which they are accustomed to barter with
whalers, with exploring parties, and with the Govern¬
ment agents of Kussia,aud they are hospitably inclined by
that intercourse.
The result of the survey of facts thus far made is

that there are no insuperable obstacles, either physical,
political, or social, iu the way of the projected line of
telegraph

In regard to the expense which it requires, I must be
conteut to refer the committee of the Seoa'e to the ord¬
inate* which have been submitted by Mr, Collins. They
have been made with a view to secure from private sources
an adva> ce of the moneys to b* expended, and at the same
time to obtain from ti e Governments of Great Britain,
Russia, and the Uoited States the necessary political aid.
It may be assumed, therefore, lhat they were prepared
honestly and cautiously, and with *s near approach to ac¬
curacy as is possible in tegard to a design in which so
much that is to be done must be done under conditions
never before tried. Mr Collins estimates the whole cost
at five million of dollars. A just legislative caution would
probably induce Congress to double that estimate. I ui-
derstand that «n association is already formed, with a ca¬
pital of ten millions, to be devoted to the enterprise. I am
therefore of opinion lhat it i« entirely feasible.

I ptoceed, in the next place, to consider the probable
usefulness of the enterprise.

It is needful here to assume that the line of telegraph
proposed will be extended imm-diately from Amoor river
to Irkoutsk, so as to complete the telegraphic chain over
the two continents. The agreement of Kussia leaves no
room for doubt on this point

It is q iite too late at this day to debate the abstract
question of the usefulness of the magnetic telegraph. It
wou!d be as easy now to dispense with the st am engine
on land or on sea, in the business of commerce, in social
int- rcourse, or in poljt'cal nffa rs, a* it would be to forego
the use ot the telegraph To be without it, is to be iso¬
lated Other conditions being equal, the country that his
the largest ex ension and the most tbo.ough radiation of
the telegraph wire enjoys the moit active and profitablesystem of domestic commerce
Of the seventy th< usand miles of telegraph now In ope

ration ou the American continent, siity thousVnd miles
are found within the United Htates and the remainder in
the provinces i f British America. But commerce on the
Amei ican continent defi.-s political restraint and centralize*
itself within our own country. Pur practical purposes,
we msy regard the whole telegraph system of the Ameri¬
can continent as our own Rut internal commerce impartslife to, and receives new life in return from, foreign com¬
merce. In propoition to the extent and vari-ty of its
resources, the nation that en) >ys the m'it prosperous for¬
eign commerce exhibits the greatest industrial activityand domestic happiness witlun its own b< rd -r* The vigorwhich commerce has already attained among us, while we
contu u« lo bold < ur communications wi'ti tho eastern con¬
tinent by uavigation only, is justly a suhj-ct of national
congratulation. Can there be a doubt that if our telegraph
system shoul I be conn. c!M by a trans-oceanic lioe vfith
tne one lhat is now performing its equally isolated part on
the ea«tern o mtinent, new and *trni ger reciprocity would
be exhibited, not only in commercial centres but in every
ree--ss of the land I The unremitting exertions which are
made by ealightened men in hump* and the United States
to connect the two oountrles by a wire passing throughthe A11nut c < cean. as well as the responses which Oreat
Brita n and Ru«»ia have made to the application lor favor
and patronage to the hue n w upder consideration, show'
the existence of a very wide and general conviction that
each ol the isolated telegraph systems existing on the two
continents is imperfect aud incomplete, and relatively in-
effi Merit, ai d that a connexion between ih-m is a nec»ssarysupplement to secure their greatest attainable usefulness

Setting (side the temporary disturbance of war, the
meichant, or trie manufacturer, the uul'er, the farmer, the
miner, or the fisherman of Hal fai, Quebec, Port'and, Bos¬
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Mil imore. Charleston, New
Orleans, G»lvesi/»ri, Montreal B If lo, Pittsburg. Ch'ioago.
St Louis, Memphi*, St. Paul, Littie Rock, Denver, S<lt
Lake City, Carson City, Los Angel s, San Francisco, Sa
cramento, Portland, wi h the ad of an in'er contli.ental
telegraph, would be iu daily and, in ca«e < f need, in hoarly
correspondence with produce s aud consumers on the
Amoor, where the fur trade of Asia is gathered up: with
Snriri'k, the depot for the overland traffln between Kus-ia
and .f*pan and the mineral tressiires of Nerchinsk; with
Kiakhts, the ceutre of the international cornmeice of Rus
sia and China; with Irkoutsk, Mmcsw, S , P-tergburgh;
with all the cities ol Western Euio^e, includir g Cou*tao>
tinople; with the cities of Alexandria, Cairo, and Sms;
and with every other town, pity, or hamlet, on either con-
tioent, now in telegraphic connexion with the several mart*
of trade which have been enruerated.
Every oue knows, however, that neither the American

OOr ths KuroMio tyi+n Ui J9t ^development Translecit wart uow delay the establishment
ut wires in Pouiieoli, Havana, 8«a Juan, Puiau. Quito,
Lima, Valparaiso, Rueno* Ayr***, Montevideo, Rio Jaueiro,
Huriuaui, Ctneot*. and Mexien, aud the incorporating of
them, with all their locil rauiifioatious, into oue American
telegraph system. On the ea-tern oontiuent neither the
domestic disturbances m»r the rivalries of 8tntes, nor their
occasional c 'llisious, prevent a cnVmual exptuqiou y| the
telegraphic s> stein. The telegiaph construction of Kussia
at this day, like her system ol raiiroada, presents tne
frame work of an iuipuMUg struc'ure, the diuifuiiuui of
which are boldly outlined, while the connections and ex¬
tensions yet r«-iuain iuiperfeot and uufiuished. It has been
already meutioued that the Empeior has bound himself to
exteud the main eastern and western line from Irkoutsk
to the mouth of the Ainoor river. This extension is now
rapidly advancing. But this is only a single aud not very
prominent part of the work which the Kmperor of Russia
has begun. His drsigu embraces notbiug less tbau the
following stupendous works, uarnely A telegraph wire,
with the necest-ary submarine cables, from the mouth of
the Amoor river across the Straits of Tartary, over the
i»hud of t^akhaliu, aori/ss the St-raits of Lit Perou»e, over
the island of Jessu, through Hakodadi and across the
Straits of Saugar to Jeddo, the capital of Japan.

Secondly. A telegraph wire from the 001 fl leuce of the
Usuri with the Amoor, which confluence is seven hundred
miles above the mouth of the latt t; thence southward, on
toe bank of the Usuri, to Lake Kugka; aud thence to the
port of Vladi Vostok, ou the ooast ol Tartary, opposite to
the port of Makodtdi, ou the eastern coast of the Japanese
«ea Vladi Vostok is selected by the Emperor for hir ua
val statiou on the Pacific coast.

Thirdly. A t-legraph wire from Irkoutsk, before de¬
scribed as the capital of Eastern Siberia, through Ki.khta,
now the entrepot of European and Chinese overland com¬
merce, through the vast territory of the Mongol* to the
gate in the Chinese wall at Yahol, and theuce to Pekin, the
capital of the Chinese Empire. American citizens tempo
rarily residing iu that oouutry are now soliciting, with
good prospect of success, permission from the Chinese
Government to extend ll)>s last mentioned line overland
through China, to teriuiuate with the ueedful branches at
the ports of Nankin, Shanghai, Amoy, and Canton, on the
PuC fie coast, opposite to California.

1 here are already in operation twelve thousand^ utiles of
telegraph wire in the con'inent of Au*t<alia This Aus
tralian telegraph i-ystem, which now is so purely local and
isolated, is nevertheless expected to be brought into com
hiuttion by alternating submarine and inlaud wires with the
Chinese and Russian wires last deacribed.

Fourthly. A telegraph wire from a station on the main
continental Uu-Mai line at Omsk, near the southern bound,
ary of Asiatic Russia; thence passiug ibrough Mongolia
and entering China at Hirck, s .m«-titnes called Illy; theuce
(.rousing Turkestan, 1$ >khara, and Balk, to Cabool, in Af-
g bustan ; thence to capital points in the Puujaub, where it
will meet the telegraphic system of India,aud thus become
a medium of communication rotweeu London and the co-
louial dep- ndencies of Great Britain, the Netherlands,
Spain. and Portugal, ou the shores aud islands of the Great
Indian ooean.

Filthy A telegraph wire from Katun, on the main cen-
tr:»l Kussiau lin", throug i Georgia and Circasma, along
the western shore of the Caspian «ea, to Teheran, the
capital of Persia; thence to the Euphrates, at Bagdad;
thence, descending along the banks of that historical river,
to its mouth, at the head of the Persian gulf, there to be
counected with the Oriental telegraph system of India last
before mentioned
W en we tike into consideration the fact that Runia

hss already brought all her chief inland market* aud mines,
"¦ well as her principal por'S on the coasts of the Arctic
ocean, into telegraphic communication with her capital, it
is readily perceived that, by oflering to co operate with u«
in giving effec to Mr. Collins* design, Kussia sc'ualy iu-
vites us to put forth our national energy from every point
withm our borders wh'-re industry of »ny kind dwell*, aud
especially from our Northwestern and Western States, and
apply that energy in the great work of renewing and re¬
storing the king languishing civilization of the regions
where our race first impressed its dominion upon the globe
appointed for its residence. Certainly it cannot be neces¬
sary to ssy that snob efforts belong to the plans of human
I thorn wiiich are pronouueed lo b<- d'-ubly blessed, because
they ble-s equally iho»e who are the sul'Jecfs and those
who are bo performers «»f them It seems impossible to
overestimate the dir ect eff-e.t of this new application of
the nahonal energy iu producing a rapid and yet perma
nriit development of the agnculiural, forest, iniueral, and
marine resources if th>^ United States. Nor in it^ any
mo-e practicable to assign limits to the increase of national
influence, which must necessarily result from the new
facilities we should acquire in that manner lor extending
throughout ibe world American id-as and principles of
public and private economy, politics, morals, philosophy,
and religion.

In attempting to make such estimates, it is important
to remetub r that the telegraph wire is as yet a newly-
invented instrument, timidly employed and dumbly band
led, with a very imperfect knowledge uf the fullness of the
power that resides in it. It costs us now one-half a mill
per mile t > speak a single word through the cheapest tel^
graoh wire of any considerable length Tbi«i« vastly more
cstly than the aversge trarnmist-ionof messages in writing
by employing the steam engine, either on land or on water.
I his gr>-ftt expense of telegrspbic communication is due,
however, not at all to an inseparable qu-tlity of the He-
graphic machine, f>r that machine is ea ily constructed of
very simple and cheap materia's. The expensiveness is
due to two transient condition! of t|ie telegraph system:
First, the charges now justly imposed upon it for reward¬
ing the ifiventois; arid, secondly, the fact that, as yet, fixed
habits of communication in ancieut forms prevent frequent
resort to the new mode of correspondence, and customary
investments of capital which are sufficiently remunerative
cause it to b« sparingly applied to the perfection of the new
system. When these merely ephemeral embarrassmeut*
of the magnetic telegraph nbAil be removed, the magnetized
wire will become, tor the chief purposes of social, com¬
mercial, and political communication, as practical as, by
reason of its adaptation, it is effctive

I proceed to consider the question whether the enter-
j riBO deserves the patronage Mr. Collins solicits for it
Throughout the rerumks which 1 have thns far »ubmitted,
I have not without design called it Mr. Collius's enter¬
prise It is truly his, berause it was he alone who con¬
ceived and projreted it, and who has clothed it with the
substantial form which enables tho ttjree great States,
whose concerted action he ¦' licits, to cause it to b« put
in operation. But in another sense it is entitled to be re
garded as an enterprise of the Government of the United
States. During all the time that Mr. Collins has been en¬
gaged in maturing and developing it, and presenting it to
the consideration of Kussia sn<i Great Britain, he has been
acting under the instructions and with tb* approbation of
the Department of State, and a knowledge of that fact has
not been withheld from Congress.

I think it may b*» regarded as settled that thrt Unifed
States c tnnot neglect to employ telegraphic communication
with foreign curntries and yet eipect to maintain a
healthful commerce with them ; tKat the United States
cannot hope to inspire respect, confidence, and good will
abroad, and so secure peace with foreign States, without
u-ing the magoetio telegraph when it is possible; and that
tbo United States cannot even hope t) preserve peaoe and
order at borne, much le»« to maintain a military and naval
police ou their iuland frontiers and around their ocean

coast, without availitg themselves of all feasible telegraphic
co'nmri'ications.

_Finally, it seems to me that in extending dominion over
inland mountain regions, and setting up the national flig
on the Pacific coast, the Am-ric^n people, however incon¬
siderately, as«uin*d tho duty ot dittu*mg an equal civil z%-
tjon throughout the whole of the great country which they
tbus included within -b^ir b^rdert. Nor would it be wise
to shut out from our thoughts the consideration which ne

cessarily results from contemplating calmly the positions
and the resources of our new Northwestern and Western
Mates It becomes our duty to act upon the conviction
that from this time henceforth, those States are to per
form an importaut part in a great work which shall make
t»e shores of the Pacific opeau the home of conimu .ities
that shall b» as busy, as prn«perou\ as free, a* enlighten¬
ed, as powerful, and a* bapjiy as those which now cluster
upon the Atlantic shores. 1 he A'lantic States, by tbeir
intermarriage with those of the Pacific have c->me under
an obligation to favor this great development.
What Mr. Collins asks of Congress is, the grant of a

right of way across the public lauds, with the right to take
therefrom mnterials n co»rfary for Constructing the line;
the use of a national vessel, suitably < fficered and eqii'O
ped, to mi'ke surveys and soundings along the north Pac llo
coast, beyond the limits of t' e Uoited States, snd to aid in
pro'ecuting the work; and, finally, a stipulated coiopensa
lion for the Government use of the when it shall be
constructed. If the vjews ( bave submitted are Just, this
demand for patronage i* neither unnecessary nor unreason¬
able. We could not withhold it without showing a want
of appreciation of the liberality and friendship which have
been manifested towards the United States by Kussia and
Great Britain in the proceedings they have adop t d towards
the same enterprise. I do not know any one object lying
within the scope of our foreign rela'ions more directly im¬
portant than the preservation of peace and friend-hip with
lho»e tw" gre t and enlightened Power*. N->r can I co»-
c ive of any one measure of national policy that would
more eff -ctively tend to secure that great object than the
construction of this proposed inter continental telegraph.I forbear to ur«e the project hi competition with the
propped line aor<>ss the Atlantic from Cape Clear to CapeHaoe. which, notwithstanding past difficulties, I jet h«'pe>to see speedily completed The two lines would naturallyaid and strengthen t-aeh other. If they should even 0 >me
into compet tion, it would be more advantageous to the
world to have the use of both than the use of only oue of
them. One nrg'it b«- expected to operate when the other
should be sooidentaliy suspended. Nor can it be reasona--
bly doubted tnat the great interests Of human society will,
at a very early period, require more than orte, and more
than efen two, trans-onnsme, world enoircling telegraphs.I fytve the honor to be, sir, your obedient hervant,

WILLIAM H. HfcWAKD.

Col. Miller, of Oswego, heretofore reported killed in
the bat'les of the Wilderness, is ascertained to be a pri.
.oner and ouly slightly Wounded.

0BN. J*rWM**Q# PA.Via ON ftEAOA.

The following ofllolal correspondence between two of
the moat eminent publio functionaries of the Confede¬
rate States, though five mouths old, has just obtained
publicity. We oopy it from a Republican contemporary,
which oredita it to the Petersburg (Va ) Express of the
'26th of last month.

State op North Cauoi ina,
Executive Df/ailmcnt, Haletgh, Dcc.'M, 1863.

Ilia Excellency Piesiueut Davis.
My Dear Hih : After a careful consideration of ail the

sources of discontent in North Carolina, I have concluded
that it will be impossible t» remove it exoept by making
some eff>rt at negotiation with the eneuiy. Toe recent
notion of the Federal House of Repreaeutatives, though
meanioK very little, has greatly excited the public hope
that the Northern mind is looking towards peace. I am

promUed by all ufru who advocate this course that, if lair
terms are rejected, it will tend greatly to strengthen and
intensify the war feeling, and will rally all classes to a
more cordial support of the Government. And, although
our portion is well known as demanding only to be let
alone, yet it seems to m» that tor the sake of bumtnity,
without baviug any weak or improper motives attributed
to us, we might, with propriety, constantly tender n'gotia-
tions In doing no, we woul i keep conspicuously beiore
the world a disclaimer of the responsibility for the gre»t
slaughter of our race, and convince the luuibleat of our
citizens.who sometimes lorget the actual situation.that
the Government is tender of the r lives and liappmeas, and
would uot prolong their sufferings unnecessarily one mo
meut. l'hough statesman might regard this a* useless,
the people will not, aud I think our cause will be strength
ened thereby. I bave not auggeated the method of thean
negotiations or their terma. The effort to obtain peace ia
the principal matter.
Allow me to beg your earnest consideration of thia sug¬

gestion. Very reapeotfully, youra,
Z. B VANCE.

Executive Office
Richmond, January 8, 1864.

IJEar Bir : 1 have received jour letter of the 30th ultimo
containing auggesiious of the measures to be adopted for
the pu-poae.01 removing "the a >urces of discontent" in
North Carolina. The contents of the letter are substan¬
tially tl e same as those of the letter addressed by you to
Senator Dortch, extracts of which were by him read to
me I remarked to Mr. Dortrh that you were probably
uot aware of the obstac e to the oou-se you indicated, and.
without expressing un opinion on the merits of the pro^
posed policy, I desired him in answering your letter to
write suggestions as to the method of opening negotiations
and as to ihe terms which you thought should be offered
to the enemy. I felt persuaded you would appreciate the
difficulties as soon as your attention was called to the ne¬
cessity of considering the subject in detail. As you have
made no suggestion, touching the manner of overcoming
the obstacles, I infer that you were not apprized by Mr
Uortch of my remarks to him.
Apart from insuperable objections to the line of policy

you propose (and to which I will presently advert) I can¬
not see how the more material obstacles are to be sur¬
mounted. We have made three distinct efforts to coiumu
nicate with the authorities at Washington and have been
invariably unsuccessful. Commissioners were sent before
hostilities were begun, and the Washington Government
refused to receive theiu or bear what they bad to cay A
s coud time I sent a military officer with a communication
addressed by myaelf to P.evident Lincoln. Ttie letter was
received by General who did not pernrt the pffiecr
to see Mr. Lincoln, but promts, d that an answer would be
sent. No answer has ever beeu reoeivrd. '1 he third
time, a few months sgo, a gentleman was sent, whose po
silion, character, and repu ation were »tt !h as to insure ha
r -caption, if the eneuiy were not determined to receive no

proposals whatever from t»»e Government. Vice President
Stephens made a patriotic U uder of his services in the
hope of being able to promote the e*use of humanity, and
although little belief was entertained of his success I
cheerfully yielded to his suggestion that the experiment
should be tried The enemy refused to let him pass
through their lines or to hold any conference with them
He was stopped before he ever reached Fortress Monroe
on bis Wty to WriHbingtoD.
To attempt sgain (io the face of these repeated rejec

lions of ail conference with ua) to send commissioners or
ageBts to propose peace, is to invite insult and contumely
aud to subject ourselves to indignity without the slightest'
chaucc ol being listened to. No true citizen, no man who
has our cause at heart, cai desire this and the good people
of North Carolina woull be the last to approve of such an
attempt, it aware of all the (acts. So far from removing
sources of discontent, such a course would receive at It
w.-uld merit, the conde Datum ol those true patriots' who
have given their bloid and their treasure to maintain the
freedom, equality, and independence which descended to
them from the immortal heroes of King's Mountain and
other battle-helds of the Revolution. 11, then, these pro¬
posals cannot be made through envoys because the enemy
would not receive them, how is it possible to communicate
our desire for peace otherwise than by the public announce¬
ment contained in almost every message I ever sent to Con¬
gress f I cannot recall at this time one instanoe in which
bave failed to announce that our only desire was peace

and ih - orly terms which formed a ttue qua non were pre'
cisely those that you suggested, namely, "ademand only
to he let alone. '

But suppose it were prac'icable to obtain a conference
through commissioners with the Government of President
1-itrcoln, is it at this moment that we *re to cousider it
desirable or even at all admissible? Have we not just
been appnr »d by that despot th»»t we can only expect his
gracious pardon by emancipating all our s ve», swearing
allegiance and obedience to him and his proclamation and
becoming, in poiut of (act, the slaves of.our owu negroes]
Can there be in North Carolina one citizen so fallen be
neath the dignity of bis ancestors as to aecept or to enter
into conference on the basis of these terms T That there aie
a few traitors in the State who would be willing to betrav
their fellow-oitizens to such a degraded condition in hop*
of being rewarded for treachery by an escape from the com
rnon doom may be true. Hut I do not beli. ve that the
vil^t wretch would accepttuch terms for himself. 1 can
not conceive bow the people of your State, than which n. ne
has seDt nobler or more gallant soldiers to the field of battle
(one of whom it is your honor to be,) ca>. have been de
0'iyed by any thing to which y. u refer in "the recent
action of the Federal House of Representilives " I
have seen uo action of that Homo that doea not indicate
by a very decided majority, the purpose of the enemy to
refuse all terms of the South except absolute unconditional
subjugation or eitermination But if it were otherwise
how are we to treat with the Hou«e of Representatives i
It is with Lineoln alone that we ever could oonfc>r, and his
own partisans at the North avow unequivocally tbat his
purpose in hi« message and pioclamation was to shut out
ail hope tbat be could ever treat with us on any terms If
we will break up our Government, dissolve the Confederacy
disband our airnies, emancipate our slaves, take an oath of
allegianoe binding ourselves to obedience to him nnd of dis
loya'ty to our own States, he proposes to pardon us, and not
to plunder us of any thing morelban the property already
stolen from as, and such slavs as still remain In order
to rend-r his proposals so iuaul ing as to secure their re,
jpclion hej uns to ihem a promise of support with his army to
one-tenth of the people to any State who will attempt to
set up a government over the other nine tenths, thus seek¬
ing to sow discord and suspicion among the people of the
several States, and to excite them to civil war in farther-
enc* «f hia ends.

I knew well it would be impoasible to get your people,
if they possessed full knowledge of these facts, to consent
that proposals should now be msde by us to those who
control the Government at Washington. Your own well-
known devotion to the great cause of liberty and indepen
dence to which we have all oommittcd whatever we have
of earthly possessions, would induce you to take the le d
m repelling the bare thought of aKJ-ct submission to the

V^t peace on other terms is now impossible To
obtain the sole terms fo which you or I could listen this
struggle must continue until the enemy is beaten out of
his vain confidence in our subjugation. Then, and not till
then, will it be possible fo treat qf peace. Till then all
tender of terms to the enemy wnl be received as proof
}Jat we are ready for snbmiaeion, and will encourage him
In the atrocious warfare which is waging
wIm on"rh' fTm ,h* t"nor of thp n'w» I receive from
North Carolina, that an attempt will be made by some bad
men to inaugurate movements which must be considered
as equiva ent to aid and comfort to the enemy, and which
all patriots should combine to put down at any eoat Y< u
may count on my aid in every eff.rt to spare your Sta'e
the see,». of Civil warfare which will devastate it. home,
Jf tfce d signs of these traitors be suffered to make b-ad
way. I know that you will place yourself in your legj i
mate p' anion in ihe lead of tho e who will not suffer the
name of the Old North Slate to be blackened by such a
stain. Will you pardon me for suggesting that my only
source of disquietude on the snhj «t arise* from the fear
that you will .telay too long the action which now appears
inevitable, aud that by an over earnest desire to reclaim
by conciliation men whom you believe to be sound at heart
but whose loyalty is more than suspected els-where,
will permit them to gather such strength as to re^ro
i««re violent measures than are now needed I With vour
influence and position, the promoters of the unfounded
discontent now- prevalent in your State would be put downwithout the use of physical ff.ree, if y.u would abandon a
policy of conciliation and set them at defiance. I. this
course franklv and flrmlv pursued, you would rally around
you ail that ts best and noblest in your State si A
triumph would be bloodless. If the J.ntrsS* . ii 'T
adopted, I much fear vou w,|l be dnvent., the USe ofTr^to repress treason. In either event, b-wever h« II. .T a
lhat you will have m> cordial concurrence and a«*i,ul.i n maintaining with ji u the honor, dignitv andof your Rtate, a id in your efforts to ,?
tber incipient, as I belie*., jt now to he or T
.a * k iL-. if ,

' "\w m Da» ni<»re matureu.,f """ ""*."".»«r«tuw
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,

m. V. 7 u x, ~
JEFFERSON DAVIS.HI* Ex. Z, B. Varci, Gov'r Norili Carolina,

thi presidency:
nomination accepted by oen. fkemont.

New York, Jusk 4, 1864
r°.~e,*r*- Worthington O. Suetfeu, of Maryland ; EdwGilbert, of New Yorl, ; Caspar But*, of Illinois ; Iba*.

15 Mom, of Missouri; N. P. Sawyer, of Penusylvwiia,
a committee, dto. .

Qkmtlicmbm : lu answer to the letter which I have bad
the honor to receive from you, on the part of the repre¬
sentatives of the people assembled at Cleveland on the 31*t
of May, I desire to eipreaa my thank* for the confidence
which led them to offer me the honorable and difficult po¬
sition of their candidate in the approaobiug Preaidential
control very honorable, because in offering it to me you
act in the name of a great number of oitiaens who seek
above all things the good of their oountry, and who have
no aort of aeihah intereat in view . very difficult, because
in accepting the candidacy you propoae to me I am expo**
e l lo the reproach of creating a schism in the party with
which I haTa been identified.

Had Mi Lincoln remained faithful to the principle* he t

was elected to defend, no achiam could have been cieated
and no contest could have been possible. Thia ia not au

ordinary election. It i* a content for the right eveu to
have candidate*, and not merely, a* usual, for the choice
among them.
Now, for the first time aince 76, the question of consti¬

tutional liberty has beeu brought directly before the people
for their aerioua consideration and vote. The oidioaiy
rights secured under the Constitution and the laws of the
Country have been violated, and extraordinary powere
have been usurped by the Executive. It i* directly befor©
the people uow to say whether or uot the prmciple* estab¬
lished by the Revolution are worth maintaining. If, a* we
have been taught to believe, those guarantee* for liberty
which made the distiuctive vvlue and glory of our Country
are in truth inviolably sacred, then here must be a proteat
against the aibittary violation which had not even the ex¬
cuse of necessity.
The schism is made by those who force the choice \nh

U een a shameful .ilence or a protest againat wrong. In
¦uch consideration* originated the Cleveland Convention.
It waa among it* object* to arouse the attention of the peo¬ple to such facta, and to bring them to realize that while
we are saturating Southern aoil with the beat blood of the
country in the name of liberty, we have really parted with
it at home.
To-day we have in the (ountry the abuse* of a military

dictation, without it* unity of action and vigor of execu¬
tion.an Administration marked at home by diaiegard of
constitutional righ'*, by it* violations of personal liberty
and the liberty of the press, and, a* a crowning shame, by
its abandonment of (he right ef asylum, a right e*peei*lly
dear U> all free nation* rbroad. Its course baa been char-
acteni- d by a feeblenesa and want of principle which has
misled European Power* and driven them to a belief that
only commercial Interest* and personal aim* are ooncerned,
and that no great principles are involved in the issue.
The admirable conduct of the people, their readiues* to

make every sacufice demanded of them, their f. rbearauce
and silence under the suspension of every thing that could
be suspended, their many act* of heroism and sacrifice*,
were all rendered fruitless by the incapacity, or, to speak
more exactly, by the peraonal ends for which the war waa
managed. Ihis incapacity and seltiahnes* naturally pro¬
duced such results as led the Eu opean Power*, and, logi¬
cally enough, to the coLviction that the North, with ita
greatly superior population, it* immense resources, and it*
credit, will never be able to recover the South. Sympa¬
thy* which should have beeu with us from the ouUet of
the war were turned againat us, aud ia thia way the Ad¬
ministration has done the country a double wrong abroad.
It created hostility, or at best wd.fforence, among those
who would have been it* friends if the real interest* of the
people could have been better known, while, at the aame
time, it neglected no occasion for making the moat humili¬
ating concessions.

Against this disastrous condition of affairs the Cleveland
Convention was a protest. The principle* which form the
ba-i* of its platform have my unqualified and cordial ap¬probation. But I cannot ao heartily concur in all the
measures which you propose. I do not believe that ool«s-
cation extended to the property of all rebela ia practicable,
and, if it were so, I do not think it a measure of sound
policy. It is, in fact, a question belonging to the people
themselves to decide, and is a proper occasion for the ex¬
ercise of their original and sovereign authority. As a war
measure, in the beginning of a revolt which might bo
quelled by prompt severity. I understand the policy of con¬
fiscation, but not as a final measure of reconatruction alter
the suppression of an insurrection. In the adjustment*
which are to follow peace no consideration of vengeance
c»n consistently be admitted. .

The object of the war ia to make permanently secure
the peace aud happiness of the whole oountry, and there
was but a aingle element in the way of its attainment.
This element of alavery may be conaidered practically de¬
stroyed in the country, and it needs only your proposed
amendment of the Constitution to make ita extinction c re¬
plete. With thia extinction of »lavery the party division*
created by it have also disappeared. And if in the history
of the country there has ever been a time when the Ame¬
rican people, without regard to ooe or another of the poli¬
tical divisions, were called upon to |ive solemnly their
voice in a matter which invdved the safety of the United
States, it is acsuredly the present time.

If tba Convention at Baltimore will nominate any man
whose past life justifies a well grounded confidence in his
filelity to our cardinal principles, there is no rea.on why
there should be any division among the really patriotic
men of the eountry. To any such I shall be most happy
to give a cordial and active support. My own deeded
preference is to aid in this way, and not to be mj aelf a
can idate. But if Mr Lincoln should be renominated, as
I believe it would be fatal to the country to endorse »
policy and renew a power which haa cost us the lives of
thousands of men, and needlessly put t:e eountry on the
road to bankruptay, there will remain no alternative but
to organic against him every element of conscientious op
position, with the view to prevent the misfortuue of hi* re¬
election.

In this contingency I accept the nomination at Clev©-
land, and, as a preliminary tep, I have resigned my com¬
mission in the army. This was a >acr,fic9 it gave me pain
Jj make. Bnt I bad for a long time fruitlessly endeavored
t m b am service. I make this saenfioe now only to regainliberty of speech and to leave nothing in the way of dis¬
charging to my utmost abil.ty the task you have set for me
.rA?7 «»d amicere thanks for your expression*of confclenee and regard, and for the man/ henorabte
terms in wbioh you acquaint me with the aetions of the
the committee, I am, gentlemen, very re»p«ctftillv and
tru|y J. u. FREMONT

TIIE SECOND WISCONSIN REGIMENT.
A letter from the fiont, in mentioning the intended de¬

parture of the Second Wisconsin Regiment, whose term of
service had expired, states that it is under the command
of Mnjor Otis, and has now only one hundred and twenty-
eight enlisted men and fifteen officers, including two sur¬
geon*. This regiment has been in fourteen battles and ha*
lost seven hundred aud ninety-three killed and wounded.
Only sixteen names appear on the rolls a* discharged for
disability and deserters. Very few regiments can show a
better record than this. The following order from B ig.
Gen. Cutler, commanding the division to which the regi¬
ment belonged, show* his estimation of the regiment:

11£aihii;aktkrh Fourth
f'tflk Army Coipt, Junt 10, 1*64.

The Second Wisconsin Volunteers, havn g served tfteir
fi ll term of three years in this army, and beinu about to
leave for th» ir homes, the General Commanding deems it
p'oper for himself, and in beh*lfof those of their comrade*
who remain behind, to address to the offloers and men of
that command a few parting words Three years ago you
entered the servioe, more than a thousand stroag You
now leave with one hundred and thirty ibree, all told.
Where are tbey T O'Conner. Stevens, Colwell, Randolph,
and many others.both < ffioers and men.are mustered
with the hosts on high. Others are disabled for life. Otbers
still are in rebel prisons Among all these things yoa have
always been true to your fl<g ami your e< entry. You have
never tailed in any duty required of you. You have a right
to be prond of your record The 8 ate has reason to be
proud of you. You leave with the best wishe* of all your
CMinrades.and to that I wish to add my wit cerdiai deaire
for your future honor and prosperity, collectively and In¬
dividually. L. CUTLM,

Brigadier General Commandin|.


